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In re application of Trinity Broadcasting )
of Florida, Inc. for renewal of license )
of station WHFT-TV, Miami, Florida )
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F11e No. BRCT-911001LY

RECEIVED

JAN 0. 2 1M
Federal CQInmunicaIiOnS \iIXIIIII4iSIOfl

Office (sf the Secretary

The Spanish American League Against Discrimination ("SALAD"),

by its attorneys and pursuant to 55307 and 309 of the

Communications Act of 1934 and S13.3584 of the FCC'S Rules and

Regulations, respectfully requests the Commission to desiqnate the

above referenced application for eVidentiary hearing and, based on

the evidence expecteq to be adduced at the hearing, to deny the

application •.l!

As shown below, SALAD's allegations go to the basic

qualifications of Trinity Broadcasting Network, Inc. ("TBN") and

its subsidiaries and affiliated entities, including National

Minority TV, Inc. ("NMTV") to be Commission licensees.

1/ The 8upportive declaration of SALAD's Chairman, Osvaldo
Soto, is appended hereto. This declaration establishes that

SALAD, the principal Hispanic civil rlht8 organization in Dade
County, Florida, has standing under Offic@ ot Communication of the
United Church of Christ v. ~ 359 F.2d 994 (D.C. Cir. 1966) to
file this Petition. While it is not a personal knowledge
declaration, the Commission has held that petitions to deny need
only contain personal knowledge declarations if they rely on
information not in the public record. iii. WFBM« Inc., 47 FCC2d
1267 (1974) (an affidavit 1s required for allegations in a
petition to deny "except for those of which official notice may be
taken.")
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Because TaN's misoonduct stems in large part trom its

etforts to evade the multiple ownership rules (47 eFR

S74.3555(d)(1» and are attributable to otficia1s who personally

operate several stations, all TBN and TaN controlled stations

should be required to file early renewal applications.ll iii

Lltlore BrOAdcAlting. loe., 36 FCC2d 101 (1972). These

applications may then be designated for hearing and thereafter

denied.

On May 10, 1991, Dan Borowicz, later joined by several

Philadelphia area Hispanic organizations, tiled a petition to deny

an application to assign WTGI-TV, Wilmington, Delaware, to NMTV.

That Petition and ali sUbsequent filings related to it are quite
1

voluminous, and they are incorporated by reference herein.

The record in that proceeding revealed the following.

1. NHTV owns a full power station in portland, Oregon,
formerly owned another in Odessa, Texas, and holds
numerous LPTV licenses acquired based on a lottery
preference for minority ownership. NHTV is actually a
transparent minority tront, cynically and brazenly used
by TBN to allow it to acquire and control more than
twelve full power television stations and numerous LPTV
stations. NMTV is entirely controlled by paul Crouch,
the president of both TBN and Trinity. crouch's
secretary (or Assistant), Jane Duff, and one Philip
Aguilar, a pastor essentially controlled by and
indebted to Crouch, are entirely passive, insuring
Crouch's domination of NMTV.

21 It is time that official notice were taken of TBN's modus
gperandi so that its misconduct will not become "capable of

repetition, yet evading review." SOUlhtrn PACific Terminal Co. v.
~, 219 U.S. 498 (1911). See also "brASk. Press Alsln. v.
Stuart, 427 U.S. 539 (1976); ~ v. lade, 410 U.S. 113, 124-25
(1973) (holding that the natural termination of a pregnancy did not
moot an action challenging restrictions on abortions). The
Commission has not hesitated to take note of misconduct by
application mills. ~ AbUaes at tbt cgmm!,sion's lrocesses, 3 FCC
Red 4740 (1988) (designating investigation into applications
promoted by Dr. Bernard BOOzer) and the numerous issues designated
in cases against Sonrise applicants.
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2. Articles 1n the Orange county Begio;wr, and extensive
stat._nt.s of eyewitnesses, show that TBN' s supposed
1/3 owner, Aguilar, wit.h TaNIs help, operates a bizarre
cult group, "set Pree", which practices child abuse and
extreme psychological manipulation. According to this
documentation, Aguilar determines who members can and
cannot date, and he arranges most marriages. Aguilar
separates husbands and wives at will. He prevents
non-member parents from seeing their children without
permission, and he usually cuts off the parents fram
their children. Re opens all the mail for "Set Fr.... ,
including personal mail of "Set Free" members. All
money tithed to "Set Free" 9088 into an account Aguilar
controls and uses at his discretion without
accountabilitr. "Set Free" members must give "Set Pree"
their persona po.sessions (~automobiles) and live
in "Set Free" homes. "Set Free" members must quit
their jobs and work only in ..Set Free", where they are
not paid enough even tor food and diapers. Aguilar and
a close inner circle live very well, owning expensive
clothes and state of the art motorcycles. Once in a
"Set Free" house, members need written permission trom
Aquilar to do almost anything. Some of this activity
appears to be criminal nearly so, suggesting that this
is not tqe type of licensee to be entrusted with an
audience composed of children. itt Children's
Televisioo PQlicv Statement, 6 FCC Red 2111 (1991). 1/

1/ The ff Set Free II homes t.hemselves are four or £ive bedrooms,
each with as many as 40 people living in them. They are

unsanitary, and people living there often catch lice and other
illnesses. Children are subjected to medieval conditions of
child abuse. They are not allowed to attend pUblic school. They
attend school at "Set Free" and, by the fifth grade, many cannot
read or spell. They are encouraged to be aggressive and
undisciplined. Many are unclean and uncared for. Aguilar has
encouraged larger children to beat up smaller children and has
supervised and egged on such beatinqs. He arbitrarily assigns
children to guardians; one was lett with a Satanist formerly
involved with child sacrifices. "Set Free" women have no rights
other than to totally submit to the men. A woman exercising
independent thought is "punished" the way a parent would punish a
childs she is sent to her room, cannot use the telephone and is
not allowed to see her friends. Women who complain of spouse
abuse are told only to "submit" to their husbands. While "Set
Free" ranches (owned by the Crouches) are supposedly intended for
drug and alcohol rehabilitation, they are also used to punish
IISet Free ff members who disagree with Aquilar. Aguilar can keep
them at the ranches, at will, indefinitely. While they are
there, they basically work as slaves. Aguilar is allowed to
publicly hit and beat "Set Free" members at will, and does so
even at Saturday night basketball games. "Set Free" members are
threatened with removal and told they will fail on the outside.
If they leave, they are cut off from relatives who are "Set Free"
members; their names are put on a "Black List" of people no "Set
Free" member is to talk to; and some are sent letters smearing
them and threatening public humiliation. Former members are used
4S examples to intimidate present members trom feeling they are
realistically free to leave.
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Crouch, Aguilar (obviously) and probably Duff all knew
that Aguilar was a convicted relon, yet for years TaN
and NMTV never reported this fact to the Commission.
They waited until a newspaper was about to reveal
Aguilar's criminal record before reporting the matter.
TBN and NMTV never explained why they deliberately
withheld this critical information from the agency.

In response to a commission investigation of NMTV's
boDafides, NMTV and TIN officials made several
misrepresentations and evasive statements. Paul Crouch
attempted to portray Aquilar as having been selected
for the NMTV Board beeause of his broadcast experience,
when that experience prineirlly involved serving .e
the subject for a TV spec!a produced and copyrighted
by TBN. Aguilar, attempting to explain away his
statement that he is a "figurehead" for NMTV, made the
ridiculous statement that he really meant to say that
he was a "figurehead" for his own church.

An NMTV check, intended for the purchase of WTGI-TV,
was signed by ~BN'S treasurer, Allan Brown, not NMTV's
treasurer, Jane Duff. An affidavit of Jane Duff
characta~izes this as an "irregularity" even though the
msaning bf the TBN Treasurer's siqnature on the check
(Which was converted into a cashier's check) is that
TBN's Treasurer must be on NMTV's signature card.
Thus, even in the face of a Commission investiqation,
TBN has deliberately concealed the fact that NMTV
cannot spend money On its own.

The Los Angeles Timea has reported that NMTV is not the
only instance in which paul Crouch "has approached
members of minority qroups in order to expand TBN's
influence." Apparently, All American TV, the owner of
four full power commercial stations carrying TBN'9 full
schedule, is a TBN front, financed and secretly
controlled by TBN. TaN also controls three purportedly
noncommercial, full power stations in major markets.

TBN raised some or all of the funds needed to buy
WTGI-TV from viewers of its network and its owned and
operated stations. Since the record in the WTGI-TV
matter closed, Petitioner has learned that althouqh the
sale of WTGI-TV did not occur, the money was apparently
never returned to the donors. See pn. of· Heritage
village Church and Missionary Fellowship, I~., 71
FCC2d 324 (1979) (designating hearing on allegations
that licensee used funds raised over the air for
purposes different than those represented to viewers);
see also Faith Center, Inc" 82 FCC2d 1 (1980); ~
Fidelity Rad~o, Ing~., 1 FCC2d 1145 (Rev. Bd, 1965)
(SUbsequent histories of cases omitted).
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It is well established that the Commission cannot grant an

application without further investigation if it lacks sufficient

facts to determine that renewal would serve the public interest.

Bilingual-Bicultural Coalition on the Maas Media v. ~, 595 F.2d

621, 629-630 (D.C. Cir. 1978). See also Qitizens for JAZZ on IBYB,

~, 775 F.2d 392, 397 (D.C. Cir. 1975) ("[i]t would be peculiar

to require, Asa precondition for a hearing, that the petitioner

tully establish•••what it is the very purpose of the hearing to

inquire into.")

TBN, A licensee which sets up minority fronts, produces

little or no local programming and little or no minority interest

programming although licensed to a two-thirds minority city. While

the Commission canndt tell TBN what to program on WHFT-TV, it can

take note of TBNls insensitivity to minorities as reflected from

its establishment of a minority front. ReplAcing such a licensee

will increase the potential for diversification of ownership and

program service in Miami. Just as there is a nexus between

minority ownership and program service,!! it follows that there is

a nexus between insensitivity to minority ownership and program

service.

For the foregoing reasons, the Commission should set the

above referenced application tor hearing; request TBN and other

entities controlled by TBN, including NMTV, to tile early renewal

applications; set those applications for hearing; and deny all of

the applications.

~I Mitro Broadcasting, Inc. v. ~, 110 S.Ct. 2997 (1990).
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Respectfully submitted,

f d«.qAoI~ /J~
Eduardo pefta
peda, Aponte and Tsaknis
1101 14th Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 371-1555

Counsel for the Spanish American
Leaque Against Discrimination
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I, David Honi~, hereby certify that I have this 2nd day ot January,
1992 caused a copy ot the foregoing "petition to Deny" to be
delivered via U.S. First Class Mail, postage prepaid, to the
following.

Colby May, Baq.
May , Dunne
1000 Thomas Jefferson St. N.W.
WAshington, D.C. 20007


